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FROM THE DEAN
Dear AGO Friends and Colleagues,

It is a great honor and pleasure for me to step into the shoes as Dean of the D.C.
chapter and | am grateful to all of you who have been offered up such kind words of
support! | anticipate a fruitful couple of years ahead and am eager to work with you
all, and especially the members of the chapteris executive committee, to make a
stronger, more active, more visible, and (in the oft-spoken words of our dear friend
Al Russell), MORE BETTER chapter than ever before! | have a LOT to learn, and
will rely on the wisdom of our AGO fielderso to guide me. Many thanks to Tom
Cowan and Ron Stolk for their leadership since the time | came to D.C. in 2006.

Before | go too much further with this missive, | need to express my most deep and
profound gratitude for each and every member of this chapter, as well as those
AGO members from the Northern Virginia and Potomac chapters, for your amazing
work for this past Julyis national convention. | have nothing but the highest level of
admiration for the countless hours of exhausting, and sometimes exasperating work
(unpaid, of course!) put in by the Steering Committee members and sub-committee
members, and for the great work done by our mighty army of volunteers who took
care of tasks great and small in the relentless heat and humidity of the week. Each
and everyone of you should be immensely proud of your work and of the positive
reactions to the many events we offered our 2,100+ guests. Thank you, as well, to
all those directors of music who so graciously worked with the Steering Committee
and helped to open the doors of your churches for the numerous rehearsals,



performances, workshops, and worship services. In the next couple of months we
will see official reviews in TAO and will hear other reports from the convention
coordinator and finance chair. But for now, millions and millions of thanks to each
and every one of you who helped to make this convention one of the best ever!

So with a boost of post-convention energy under our wings and springboards under
our feet, we launch into a new season. | am truly excited now to see what the D.C.
chapter can do, and what it can become. As | have said to many of my AGO
colleagues, | hope that the D.C. chapter, being in the nationis capital, can in some
ways become fitop dogo and set the standard for other chapters. While we donit
have the kind of numbers of members that the New York City, or Philadelphia, or
Boston chapters do (we do, if we count all our Tri-Chapter members), the D.C.
chapter should, and can, be equally as dynamic, highly active, supremely
professional, and all-encompassing as those chapters are. There is room for
everyone at the AGO table, from those of us full time church musicians to those
who are avocational church musicians and those who love the pipe organ but either
donit play at all or are not closely affiliated with church music.

We have challenges and goals set before us:

O Creating an expanded schedule of chapter events that are engaging, educational,
helpful, inspirational, and so blasted GOOD that you canit help but want to attend;

O Building a comprehensive new website (based on the 2010 convention website)
that will give the chapter greater cyberspace visibility and allow for our activities and
the pipe organs and churches of D.C. to be seen by much more of the general
population;

O Creating a new and improved chapter newsletter that provides helpful, beneficial,
and engaging information in addition to being a comprehensive calendar of musical
activities around town;

O Drastically improving and expanding the publicity and promotion of chapter events
in as many forms of media as we can come up with, including the dozens of free on-
line promotional sources so we can attract larger and more far-reaching audiences;

O Promoting scholarships and encouraging all manner of self-improvement and
continuing education opportunities, with continued and expanded support for new
organists;



O Increasing chapter pride, member connection, and ample opportunities for social
engagements and increasing member attendance at chapter events;

O Finding and creating ways to educate the wider public about the pipe organ, its
construction, and history, particularly in the area of making presentations to groups
of students;

0 David Curfman Memorial Library and AGO Archive Restoration

O whatever other ideas YOU have to make this chapter better, to have the AGO
better serve you, and to make your yearly dues count for something!

Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any thoughts you have on the
chapter, its needs, and its future direction. | am eager to begin this important
dialogue!

| hope that the weeks following our national convention have afforded you all some
well deserved rest and relaxation. With the new season now upon is, please plan
on attending the Festive Service of Vespers and Installation of Officers, with
the Rev. Andrew Sloane, Rector of St. Paulis K Street, presiding, and John Bohl as
organist and director of the eight-voice vocal ensemble, on Monday, September
13, 7:30pm at National City Christian Church. The service will be followed by a
gala champagne reception.

It will be terrific to see and visit with you all in the coming weeks and | look eagerly
forward to a dynamic, exciting, fulfilling, and FUN year ahead!

Charles Miller




DC AGO Opening Event
September 13

On Monday, September 13, 2010 at 7:30 PM, the DCAGO will hold its opening
event at National City Christian Church, 5 Thomas Circle, Washington, DC 20005.
The event will include a Festal Evensong service with hymnody drawn from both the
English and American traditions, and will include organ music by Edward Elgar.
Choral music (including Herbert Howells "A Hymn for Saint Cecilia") will be sung by
a professional octet, and the service will be masterfully played by incoming board
member John Bradford Bohl, Assistant Director of Music at St. Paul's Parish, K
Street. The Rev'd Dr. Andrew Sloane, Rector of St. Paul's, will deliver the address,
and Rev'd Dean MacDonald, chaplain of the Chapter, will be present to officiate and
install our new officers. Following the service, there will be a gala champagne
reception with hors dmuvres. National City Christian Church is easily accessible via
either the Metro's Blue and Orange lines (McPherson Square stop) or the Red line
(Dupont Circle stop). There is parking available in the church's garage (access is on
N Street between 14th & 15th Streets) on a first-come, first-serve basis, and there
are plenty of restaurants in the Dupont Circle/Logan Circle area for your
convenience before and after the event. We look forward to seeing you at our first

event of the 2010-2011 Season!
Nicholas F. Russotto

(VI VB IV B BV A N

DC AGO PROGRAMS for 2010-2011

AGO members and guests are welcome to attend District of Columbia Chapter
programs.

Monday, September 13, 2010 T 7:30pm
Service of Vespers with the Installation of Officers
Gala champagne reception will follow
National City Christian Church, 5 Thomas Circle, N.W.
Host: Charles Miller

LJ



Sunday, October 24, 2010 T 5:15pm
PipeSpectacular (Tri-Chapter event)
Washington National Cathedral, Wisconsin and Mass. Aves., N.W.
David Baskeyfield and Dongho Lee, organists Hosts: Michael McCarthy, Scott
Dettra, and Jeremy Filsell

LJ

Monday, November 22, 2010 T 7:30pm
Preparing for Black History Month: New Arrangements of Spirituals and
Gospel Music
Presenter: James Abbingdon, GIA Publications, Inc.
Metropolitan Memorial Methodist Church, 3401 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Hosts: Patrisha House and Bruce Caviness

LJ

Friday, January 7, 2011 T 6:00pm
Epiphany-tide Party and New Organ Project Presentation
St. Johnis Episcopal Church, Georgetown, 3240 O Street, N.W.
Host/Presenter: Sam Carrabetta

LJ

Monday, February 7, 2011 71 7:3pm
Donald Gillette Retrospective and Memorial Recital
Todd Wilson, organist
National City Christian Church, 5 Thomas Circle, N.W.
Hosts: Charles Miller and Irving Lawless

LJ

Saturday, March 19, 2011 T 2:30pm
Jonathan Ortloff at the Mighty Wurlitzer
[Co-sponsored with Northern Virginia AGO]
The Home of Jack and Mildred Hardman, 548 Innsbruck Avenue, Great Falls, VA
Hosts: Jack Hardman and Scott Matthias
See http://theatreorgans.com/wurlitzer/blower/



http://theatreorgans.com/wurlitzer/blower/

LJ

Monday, May 2, 2011 71 6:00pm
Annual Dinner Meeting and Mini-Hymn Festival
Venue and Guest Artist TBA in Fall 2010

LJ

Monday, June 6, 2011 T 8:00pm
Bradley Hunter Welch in Recital
[Co-sponsored with Cathedral Concerts and Northern Virginia AGO]
Cathedral of St. Thomas More, 3901 Cathedral Lane, Arlington, VA
Host: Rick Gibala

LJ

Tuesday, June 7, 2011 and Wednesday, June 8 T 7:30pm
Rheinberger Festival and the Fessenden Ensemble (chamber musicians and
organ)

National City Christian Church, 5 Thomas Circle, N.W.

Gala reception sponsored by the DC AGO following the Monday, June 7 concert
Tickets: $30.00 per person; students (with ID) enter free
Hosts: Emil George and Charles Miller
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nMagical, Mystical, Musical Machineo
Noon-time pipe organ recital series
National City Christian Church

National City Christian Churchis noon-time pipe organ recital series, fiMagical,
Mystical, Musical Machineo, will allow you to hear the majesty of the churchis
7,000-pipe, five-keyboard Moller organ in 30-minute recitals of some of the most
thrilling, sublime, audience-friendly, and entertaining music written by the great
musical geniuses for the iKing of Instrumentso and performed by some of the
countrybs finest concert organists.



Hands-on displays of organ pipes, colorful photographs of the inner workings of the
organ, interesting information on pipe organ history and construction, and a post-
recital demonstration of how the organist operates the five keyboards, pedal board,
and over 300 controls will provide an up-close-and-personal look at this complex
and fascinating musical machine.

Join us and end your work week with the exciting and floor-shaking sounds
generated by National City Christian Churchis iMagical, Mystical, Musical Machineo
- one of Washington D.C.'s largest and finest pipe organs!

Friday, September 10 at 12:15pm: Performer: Charles Miller (Organist of National
City Christian Church)

Friday, September 17 at 12:15pm: Performer: Paul Skevington (Organist of St.
Lukeis Catholic Church, McLean, VA)

Friday, September 24 at 12:15pm: Performer: Charles Miller

For more information on the series and the complete Fall 2010 list of performers visit
www.nationalcitycc.org

National City Christian Church
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ORGAN RECITAL AT GEORGETOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Organist Peggy Haas Howell of Lynchburg will play a free recital at 4 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 19, on the tracker instrument built by her husband, Richard Howell, for
Georgetown Lutheran Church, 1556 Wisconsin Ave. The two-manual, 16-rank
organ was featured in a DC chapter program several years ago.

Ms. Howell won first prize in the National Young
Artists Organ Playing Competition of the
American Guild of Organists (1974), and a
shared top prize in St. Albanis International
Organ Interpretation Competition in England
(1976). She has played recitals in Finland ,
England , Germany , Austria , Switzerland ,
Holland , and the United States.

She taught organ for ten years at Peabody
Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University and is
now organist and choirmaster at St. Johnis
Episcopal Church in Lynchburg. She holds a
Master of Sacred Music degree from Union
Theological Seminary, New York City. She also
attended the Academy of Music and Performing
Arts in Hamburg , Germany . Her organ teachers
have included Harald Vogel, Cherry Rhodes,
Heinz Wunderlich, Charles Dodsley Walker, and
James Boeringer.

For more information, call Georgetown Lutheran Church music director Pat Henry at
202-333-3642 or the church office at 202-337-9070.
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A Salute to the

John Jay Hopkins Memorial Organ
The National Presbyterian Church

Sunday, October 10 at 5:00 PM

William Neil, Organist at The National
Presbyterian Church, presents a gala
concert to celebrate the 40™ anniversary of
the installation and dedication of the John
Jay Hopkins Memorial Organ and
inaugurate its new Solo Division. Joining
him will be Soprano Jane-Anne Tucker and
members of the National Symphony
Orchestra and Eclipse Chamber Orchestra,
performing music of Charles-Marie Widor,
Francis Poulenc, Lili Boulanger and others.
The concert is a tribute to National
Presbyterian Churchis magnificent Aeolian-
Skinner pipe organ, Opus 1456. With 550
new voices recently added to over 6,000
pipes already in place, the organis tonal
palette is now capable of an endless
variety of color, range and timbre.

Free; no reservations required. Open seating in the main sanctuary. Free parking
behind the church at 4101 Nebraska Ave. NW, Washington, DC, 20016.
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Attention Composers!!!

Encouraged by the great success of the first competition, the Catholic Parish of Saarlouis-Lisdorf
has decided to organize, with the kind assistance of the town of Saarlouis, a 6., an organ
composition competition. Formats are: 1) organ and a solo instrument chosen by the composer,
or; 2) organ and voice, or; organ and a solo instrument with voice.

The registered association for the competition is fiFrderverein Klingende Kirche Saarlouis-
Lisdorf.0 The closing date of entry is 31 March 2011. For more information see www.klingende-
kirche.de or www.saarlouiser-orgeltage.de. Manfred Bossmann, Chairman, fiFérderverein
Klingende Kirche of the Catholic Parish Saarlouis-Lisdorf




