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2014-2015 
DCAGO SEASON OF EVENTS 

 
 

September 22 
Installation of Officers and Creative Hymn Festival 

Dr. John Walker, Clinician 
Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda 

 
TBD 

Tri-Chapter Pipes Spectacular  
Parker Ramsay, Organist 

Saint Luke Church, McLean, VA 
 

January 11 
Epiphany Vespers and Annual Dinner/Meeting 

Franciscan Monastery 
 

February 16 
Presidents’ Day Road Trip 

Richmond, Virginia 
 

April 27 
Masterclass and Reception  

Olivier Latry, Clinician 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Georgetown 

 
May 17 

First Annual DCAGO/Monastery Young Organists Competition 
Franciscan Monastery 
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Happy Summer! By now, your choir and music ensemble seasons have entered 
summer break mode and you are ready to hit the beach, or perhaps you already have.  
Summer is a time of great refreshment for Church Musicians since we tend to be 
extremely busy during the academic term, especially around holidays, when people 
usually get a break from work.  Ours is not an easy profession. We risk burnout and 
lack of creative energy.  This coming year, let the DC AGO assist you in your work 
by offering you multiple opportunities for collegiality amongst colleagues to share 
and discuss new ideas and simply to enjoy our work together. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN 

 

I’m extremely honored to have been elected as your next Dean.  We have made much progress over the 
past two years, especially in the area of chapter communication, under Thomas Smith’s leadership. I am 
grateful to Tom for his forward vision of the Chapter. I hope to invigorate the chapter even more by 
establishing three main initiatives under my Deanship. Those being: 
 
1.  Promote and include more youth participation and activities in the DC AGO 
2.  Increase the image of the DC AGO so that it will be seen as a governing authority on the usage, 
 restoration, and building of pipe organs in the DC area 
3. Increase DC AGO membership by reaching out to DC Organists who are not yet members 
  
We have a wonderful slate of officers for the next year. Together, I we will work to bring these three 
initiatives to fruition. I hope that you will take time to get to know all of us. We are here to serve you.  I 
especially hope that you will try to attend one, if not all, of our events during the next year. I would love to 
see each and every one of you.  There are many members whom I have never met. Please, come to a 
meeting and introduce yourself. This is your chapter; you are most welcome to take part in the life of it. 
 
Until September, be well, relax, enjoy life, and make beautiful music. 
 
Russ	  	  
	  
p.s. Why is the pipe organ more moral than a grand piano? 
 Because its principals are more upstanding! 
 

Congratulations to the new DCAGO Board Officers! 
 

Dean: Russell Weismann   Historian:  Irv Lawless  
Sub-Dean: Victoria Shields   Auditor:  Samuel Carabetta 
Treasurer: Arthur Roach    Communications: Thomas Smith 
Registrar: Arthur Roach    Education:  Jeremy Filsell 
Secretary: M. Jason Abel    Hospitality:  Irvin Peterson 
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AGO ONLINE MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL 
	  

HAVE	  YOU	  RENEWED	  YOUR	  MEMBERSHIP	  YET???	  
 

ONCARD 

The AGO’s new Online National Collection and Remittal of Dues (ONCARD) system allows members to pay their dues 
either by check or online using a credit card. Members can also update their personal information, search for Guild 
members, and make contributions. 
Chapter officers can use ONCARD to review and print rosters of their members, monitor payments from the National 
office, and set up chapter-specific data fields and contribution funds. 
 
Renew your membership: 

Go to: www.agohq.org/oncard 

1. Click on ONCARD login/renew 

2. Enter your username and password to continue. First time login: Your user name is the first letter of your first name 
followed by your last name. (Do not include apostrophes, hyphens, or spaces). Your password is your member ID which is 
found just to the left of the date on the address label of The American Organist magazine. 

3. CLICK RENEW! 

It is also super easy to sign up online for a new AGO membership.  

Go to: www.agohq.org 

1. Click on Membership 

2. Click on Join the Guild 

3. Click on Join the Guild as a Chapter Member 

4. Click Online: Start your AGO Chapter Membership process (if you prefer to join the old fashioned way, click the link 
directly below to join offline and print out a membership form to mail in with a personal check.) 

Members as of 7/22/14 who have not yet renewed: 

S. Ackert 
S. Baker 
R. Bishop, Jr. 
C. Booth 
W. Brubeck 
O. Burdick 
B. Caviness 
M. Clark 
D. Dickensheets 
J. Dodge 

J. Evans 
J. Garbutt 
J. Frost 
R. Holder 
G. Hooker 
J. Ireland 
S. Kahler 
J. Kempskie 
J. Kim 
L. Kivrak 

J. Kreger 
D. Lael 
J. R. Lewis 
J. Marks 
C. Martin 
S. Matthias 
C. McCleskey 
C. Miller 
C. Pastorius 
S. Pegus 

H. Rickels 
R. Roecklelein 
J. Rogers 
C. Schmitt 
C. Schroeder 
C. Sikkelee 
T. Smith 
S. Stitziel 
J. Wysocki 

 

However you choose to join/renew, it is very important that you specify “District of Columbia” 
as your AGO Chapter.  Failure to do so will result in your loss of chapter incentives such as 

programming, communications, education, and fellowship. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
	  

DISTRICT OF COLUMMBIA 
Director of Music: First Congregational United Church of Christ, an active progressive congregation in downtown 
Washington, D.C., is seeking a part-time Director of Music. He or she will lead and rehearse the adult choir (with a focus on 
multicultural music selection), play the piano and the beautiful Casavant pipe organ for Sunday worship, and help to plan 
worship, among other responsibilities. (For a full job description: http://bit.ly/firstchurchmusic). The Director of Music 
works under the supervision of the Senior Minister and in collaboration with other professional staff, the Church Council, the 
Worship Commission, and the choir. Twelve to fifteen hours per week. Applicants should submit a cover letter, résumé and 
three references by Sept. 1, 2014. Send application materials or any questions  to firstchurchjobs4u@gmail.com. Find out more 
about the vibrant First Church community at http://www.firstuccdc.org/. 
 
Mount Moriah Baptist Church is searching for a new Minister of Worship and Arts to start July 1, 2014.  I have attached the 
position announcement with description for your review. The Deadline for Applications is May 30, 2014.   If you could please 
make this position announcement/description available to the members of the DC Chapter for the American Guild of 
Organists and any other venues for announcements of this type it would certainly help our efforts and would be greatly 
appreciated.  All the information concerning the application is in the announcement.  Additionally, this document can be 
downloaded from our website at: www.mountmoriahchurch.org. 
 
MARYLAND 
Principal Organist:  Our Lady of Mercy Church, 9200 Kentsdale Drive, Potomac, MD 20854, http://www.olom.org/.  
Our Lady of Mercy Church is seeking an Organist for three Sunday services and one Saturday vigil service plus Holy Days, 
Christmas and Easter.  Organist will work with other professional music staff and volunteer musicians. One weeknight 
rehearsal during choir season. Candidate should have formal training in organ and a pastoral approach to music ministry. 
Bachelor’s of Music or higher degree is preferred. Sixteen hours per week. Competitive salary based on education and 
experience. Guilbault- Thérien 66 Rank pipe organ.  Email resume to jrose@olom.org or mail to Our Lady of Mercy Church 
at address above, attention to the Pastoral Associate for Liturgy and Music.  
 
VIRGINIA 
Saint Agnes Parish (Arlington,VA) seeks a part-time Organist, who will support the Music Ministry and a vibrant, singing 
parish at one weekly Mass. The organist would play organ (and piano) for the Saturday evening 5:00 PM mass each week, 
including a brief rehearsal with the cantor. The successful candidate will work with the Director of Music and will have 
occasional opportunities for other liturgies (weddings, funerals, penance services, etc.). Compensation is within the 
AGO/NPM guidelines. Immediate opening. Submit résumé and names of 3 references to: Organist Search, St. Agnes Catholic 
Church, 1910 N. Randolph St., Arlington, VA 22207-3046 or via email to jobsearch300@saintagnes.org. No phone calls, 
please.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

FOR A LIST OF ORGAN EVENTS IN 
THE WASHINGTON, DC AREA, 

PLEASE SEE OUR ONLINE 
CALENDAR AT 

WWW.DCAGO.ORG 
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ADVERTISING IN THE COUPLER 
	  

Promote	  your	  event	  or	  cause	  with	  an	  advisement	  in	  our	  monthly	  Newsletter!	  
	  

Full	  page	  ads,	  four	  times	  per	  season,	  $100	  
Half	  page	  ad,	  four	  times	  per	  season,	  $50	  

Quarter	  page	  ad,	  four	  times	  per	  season,	  $25	  
	  

Advertising	  requests	  should	  be	  sent	  to	  DCAGOCHAPTER@gmail.com	  with	  THE	  COUPLER	  in	  the	  subject	  field.	  
Checks	  should	  be	  made	  payable	  to	  DC	  Chapter,	  American	  Guild	  of	  Organists.	  

	  

POTOMAC ORGAN INSTITUTE 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
The Potomac Organ Institute was founded in 1988 to interest young people in the field of 
church music by providing instruction on the pipe organ. Auditions for prospective students are 
held each summer and scholarship recipients receive one year of free organ instruction from a 
volunteer Tri-Chapter Guild member with lessons from September through May. Students 
participate in a master class, present a spring recital, become members of their local AGO 
chapter, and receive a complimentary subscription to The American Organist magazine. 
 
I am writing to ask you to identify a student or students – grades 7 and up, or adults – who have 
a good piano background, are interested in learning to play the organ, and who would benefit 
from a year of organ instruction.  
 
Auditions will be held on Saturday morning, August 23, and again on Saturday afternoon, 
September 6 at All Saints Church, Chevy Chase, MD. For information, including a 
downloadable audition form and list of requirements, please go to our website, 
www.potomacorganist.org. 
 
Over the years we have discovered that these beginning organists make remarkable progress 
during this time of free instruction. Most continue organ lessons after their scholarship year and 
some even go on to study organ and/or church music in college. 
 
I am grateful for any assistance you can provide in identifying students – young people and 
adults – for this unique program. The number of scholarships available is limited, so those with 
an interest in this opportunity are encouraged to check out our website as soon as possible and 
submit an application by August 18, 2014. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Crisafulli 
POI Coordinator 
peter.crisafulli@allsaintschurch.net  
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DCAGO CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Past Dean, Thomas Smith, is now our Communications Director. In this post, he will manage the DCAGO 
Chapter Newsletter, DCAGO broadcast emails, the DCAGO web site, DCAGO job postings, and our calendar 
of events.  If you have an event that you like to have advertised, please email 
DCAGOCHAPTER@GMAIL.COM with the following information: 
 
1. Type of request (Coupler, Web Site, Broadcast Email) 
2. Date and Time of event 
3. Nature of Event 
4. Place of Event 
5. Additional information (parking, admission fees, reception, etc). 
 
Please note that this service is only available to CURRENT DCAGO MEMBERS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  

 
 
 
 

Dean: Thomas Smith    Historian: Irv Lawless  
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