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Dean’s message

Photo courtesy of PipeDreams

As the holiday season approaches, the
rhythm of church services and concert
preparations tends to accelerate for those
of us at the console. We spend a great
deal of time creating music for our
congregations and communities, often
working in isolation.

This December, let's take a moment to
step away from our practice and meet
one another.

You are warmly invited to a social gathering for guild members.

We will gather at 7:30 pm on Monday, Dec. 8 at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Georgetown. The event
will be in McKenna Hall, which is accessed via the small parking lot at 3514 O St. NW. There is free
parking on neighborhood streets.

This event is simply an opportunity to meet peers in a relaxed setting. It’s a chance to connect and enjoy
some fun fellowship during our “busy” season. 

Tasty food and refreshments will be provided!

Please RSVP to dcagochapter@gmail.com by Dec. 3.

We hope you will join us.
— John Nothaft

January chapter programs

Monday, Jan. 12, 7 pm: Chapter program at St. Joseph’s on Capitol Hill on the restoration of the church’s
1891 Hook & Hastings organ, including a demonstration and sharing of favorite organ pieces for MLK
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Day, Black History Month, and Lent. The organ, Op. 1487, was fully restored over the past 16 months by
David E. Wallace & Co. The church is at 313 Second St. NE. Parking is available in the church lot and the
Senate Parking Lot (after 7 pm). Information on the organ is available here.  

 

Monday, Jan. 26, 7 pm: Zoom discussion with Foley-Baker on the National Cathedral’s organ project.
Milovan Popovic, the company's voicer and tonal director, will describe the ongoing work. A Zoom link will
be sent out as the date approaches. Learn more about the project here.

Organ events

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 12:10 pm: Church of the Epiphany Choir Christmas concert. Vivaldi’s Gloria
with a chamber orchestra. Dr. Jinsun Cho, director of music.

Sunday, Dec. 14, 4 pm: Carols for Christmas program at the Franciscan Monastery, 1400 Quincy
St. NE.

Sunday, Dec. 14, 4 pm: Annual Lessons and Carols service at St. Joseph's on Capitol Hill, 313
2nd St. NE.

Saturday, Dec. 20, 3 pm: East Washington Heights Baptist Church, 2220 Branch Ave. SE, in
partnership with the African Heritage and Cultural Institute, presents "Sounds of the Season: A
Holiday Celebration of Black Musical Excellence" featuring organists Storeē Denson and Ronald
"Trey" Walton plus baritone Xavier Joseph. Catered reception to follow.

Sunday, Dec. 21, 1 pm: Organ and piano capstone recital by music major Michael Gass, St.
Mary's Catholic Church, 13715 Notre Dame Pl., Bryantown, MD.

Sunday, Dec. 21, 3:30 pm: Christmas concert at Mt. Zion United Methodist Church, 1334 29th St.
NW.

Thursday, Dec. 25, 1:30 pm: Christmas Day recital at Washington National Cathedral. No tickets
required.

Wednesday, Dec. 31, 6-7 pm: New Year’s Eve Concert at St. Columba’s Episcopal Church. $20
suggested donation; students free. Reception to follow. Featuring Anne Timpane, organ; Rosa
Lamoreaux, voice; Grace McFarlane, piano; Michael Bard, guitar; and more. 4201 Albemarle St.
NW.

For 2026 events, go to dcago.org.
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Christopher Reynolds, left, and Eric Bowman play at National City Christian Church.

Music at Midday

​National City Christian Church offers Music at Midday programs most Fridays from 12:15-1 pm. The
church is at 5 Thomas Circle NW in DC. 

Dec. 5: Organist Christopher Reynolds (Richmond, VA) performs works of Kevin Hildebrand, J.S. Bach,
Herbert Howells, and Louis Vierne.

Dec. 12: Eric Bowman (Charles Town, WV) plays arrangements of familiar Christmas music by Lani
Smith, Andre Fleury, J.S. Bach, Wayne Wold, Emma Lou Diemer, and Myron Roberts.

Dec. 19: Recital by organist Phillip Lamb has been canceled due to injury.

Music at Midday resumes Friday, Feb. 6, 2026.

Spotlight on new member Matthew Hart
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How and when did you become
interested in the organ?

I became interested in my late teens. My
mother was an organist, and we had a
theater organ in our house.

 

What is your educational and professional
background?

I earned a bachelor’s degree in music
education and a graduate certificate in
church music from Shenandoah
University.

I have been a music teacher in public and private schools in Virginia and Maryland and have played the
organ on Sundays since 1996.  

I am currently the organist and administrative assistant for Arlington Church of the Brethren. I have my
own private piano studio, teaching 24 students per week. I have one adult and the remainder range from
4 to 14 years old.

 

What are your biggest joys in playing?

My biggest joys when playing on Sundays include ministering to people through music and
getting shoutouts from the congregation when playing preludes and postludes.

 

What do you like to do when you are not on the organ bench?

I like to lift weights. I try to keep up with my workouts in the gym.

 

What’s an interesting fact about you?

I was baptized by the brother of David Soul of the hit TV show Starsky & Hutch, the Rev. Daniel Solberg.
He was pastor at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in New Stanton, PA, where my mother was the organist.

 

Tell us something funny/odd that happened to you on the organ bench.

In the 1990s I was hit on by an old widow who would blow me kisses from the congregation. She would
come up to me after the service, ask me to drive her around in her new car, and offer to take me to lunch.

12/1/25, 3:55 PM Gmail - The Coupler--December 2025

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=8008051921&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1850340736697633605&simpl=msg-f:1850340736697633… 5/12



Hymns by women for each Sunday

Lyn Loewi

By board member-at-large Lyn Loewi

Chapter friends, would you like to find
hymns by women for every Sunday of the
church year? See the links listed below!

If yours is like many denominations, the
hymnal was written overwhelmingly by
men (like 95% in the Episcopal
church). This undertaking by the
Women's Sacred Music Project provides
fresh voices for every Sunday, starting
Advent I Year A (Nov 30th).

Why are we doing this? Women have things to say! Also, the imagery and inclusive language help us to
imagine the Holy One unfettered by prosaic descriptions. Just consider Ruth Duck's Doxology:

Praise God, the Source of life and birth.
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth.
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame.
All glory, honor to God’s name! Amen.
(Source: Ruth Duck, to tune of Praise God from whom all blessings flow)

There are so many wonderful texts to discover. Enjoy! 

The Women's Sacred Music Project is a nonprofit, and this work is offered free of charge.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYGYCCP2MClIddgF_U0Qcd_Oc3N4weAj/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10ZmyCX1ej3mJOBLN8od_TDYo4WnJpMmd/view?usp=sharing

Workshop on transcriptions
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Bryan Anderson, center, recent winner of the International Longwood Gardens Organ Competition, led a
chapter workshop on creating transcriptions at National City Christian Church on Nov. 15. From left
are Seth Jines, Isza Wu, Malou Rogers, Kevin Biggins (front), Lyn Loewi, David Beatty, Charles Miller,
and Eric McAfee. Bryan’s worksheet is available here.

Job openings

Send listings to dcagochapter@gmail.com. Please include a clickable link to an online job
description and let us know when a job has been filled. To check openings between Coupler
issues, go to dcago.org.

District of Columbia​

Music minister: Christ Lutheran Church. Half-time. Von Beckerath organ. $40k-$47k annually.
Click here for details from agohq.org.
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Director of music ministry and organist: St. Luke Episcopal Church. Click here.

Maryland

Director of music ministries: Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church. $75k-$85k annually.
Click here for details from agohq.org.

Organist and choirmaster: St. James' Episcopal Parish, Lothian. Rodgers Trillium 957 organ.
$25k-$30k annually. Click here.

Music director and organist: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Waldorf. $20k-$24k annually.
Click here.

Organist: The Villages at Rockville. 2018 three-manual Holtkamp organ. $300 per service.
Click here.

Organist: Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, Kensington. Rodgers three-manual Trillium organ.
Email j.ryan@hrs-ken.org for details.

Virginia

Music director, orchestra director and/or organist: First Baptist Church, Alexandria. Click here.

Director of sacred music: St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church, Fairfax. Full-time. Four-manual
Rodgers Infinity organ. Click here for details from agohq.org.

Music director: Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church, Chantilly. $15k-$18k annually.
Click here for details at agohq.org.

Minister of worship and music: Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, Reston. $25k-$30k annually.
Click here.

Minister of music: Resurrection Lutheran Church, Arlington. $40k annually. Click here.
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AGO chapter board

John Nothaft, dean

Ronald “Trey” Walton, subdean

Eric McAfee, treasurer

Patrick Walker, membership secretary

Kevin Biggins, member-at-large

Justin Connors, member-at-large

Lyn Loewi, member-at-large

Adam Perry, member-at-large

Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, member-at-large

Anna Smith, member-at-large

Contact us at dcagochapter@gmail.com.

Visit our website at dcago.org.
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Contact the editor

To reach Coupler editor and website administrator Pat Henry, send an email to
dcagochapter@gmail.com. Coupler advertising rates for four issues are $125 for a full page, $65 for a
half page or $35 for a quarter page.

Life members
Blanche Curfman

Nancy Dodge

Robert Grogan

Eileen Guenther

Irv Lawless

Kenneth Lowenberg

Donald Sutherland

David Hearn (deceased)

Albert Russell (deceased)
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