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Stefan Donner masterclass

The DC AGO, in partnership with the
Austrian Embassy, is pleased to
announce a masterclass featuring
acclaimed Austrian organist Stefan
Donner on Saturday, June 27 at the
Cathedral of St. Matthew the
Apostle, 1725 Rhode Island Ave.
NW. Please RSVP to


https://mailchi.mp/87d8f8c165b8/the-coupler-june2026-528?e=7af20861b0

Juneteenth event postponed

dcagochapter@gmail.com to play for
Stefan.

9:30 am: Coffee & bagels

10-11:30: Masterclass
https://www.stefandonner.at/en/BIO/

We have had to postpone our chapter's Juneteenth event, planned for June 20,
because of a scheduling conflict at the host church. We hope to present the event

later this fall.

Chapter elects 2026-27 board

Our chapter in May elected board
members for 2026-27. Terms start
July 1.

Robert Baird will be our new dean.
Kevin Biggins will be the
membership secretary, Rob Church
the treasurer, and Eric McAfee the
assistant treasurer.

At-large board members will be
Caleb Bates Justin Connors, Sarah
DeLacy, Paul Hersey, Patrick Merrill,
Eleanor Simpson-Curenton, and
Anna Elise Smith. Justin will handle
social media. Anna Elise will head

w



mailto:dcagochapter@gmail.com
https://www.stefandonner.at/en/BIO/

up the chapter’s young organists ]
) ) Robert Baird
program. Paul will be education

coordinator.

The chapter thanks outgoing dean John Nothaft, subdean Trey Walton, and at-
large members Patrick Walker and Lyn Loewi for their service on the 2025-26
board.

Organ events

Sunday, June 14, 3 pm: Alcee Chris plays a recital at St. Ann's Catholic Church,
Tenley Circle NW.

Sunday, June 14, 4 pm: Todd Fickley, organist at National Presbyterian Church,
plays a recital at St. Joseph's on Capitol Hill, 313 Second St. NE.

Sunday, July 12, 4 pm: Kevin Birch plays a recital at St. Joseph's on Capitol Hill, 313
2nd St. NE.

Music at Midday




Viktor Billa, left, and Sol M. Rizzato perform at National City Christian Church.

National City Christian Church offers Music at Midday programs most Fridays from
12:15-1 pm. The church is at 5 Thomas Circle NW in DC.

June 5: Ukrainian organist Viktor Billa and soprano Yuliia Billa perform organ works
by J.S. Bach, César Franck, and Louis Vierne as well as pieces for voice and organ
by Gustav Mahler, Gabriel Fauré, and Klement Slavicky.

June 12: The annual Pride Recital features Gustav Holst’'s The Planets, transcribed
for organ and performed by organist Sol M. Rizzato, assisted by Carolyn Hoff.

June 19: Howard University organ professor Mickey Thomas Terry performs a special
one-hour Juneteenth Concert, co-sponsored by The African Heritage and

Cultural Institute. The program includes works of Charles Tournemire, Noel Da Costa,
Thomas H. Kerr, J.S. Bach, and Franz Liszt.

June 26: The spring season of Music at Midday concludes with a performance by
Austrian organist Stefan Donner. The program includes music by J.S. Bach, Robert
Schumann, Felix Mendelssohn, Pjotr llyich Tchaikovsky, and Marcel Dupré.

Summer series at Basilica

Recitals are offered at 6 pm each Sunday in July and August at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 400 Michigan Ave. NE.
July 5: David Ball and Emma Whitten of Orange, CA

July 12: Iris Lan of Washington, DC

July 19: Woosug Kang of Nashville

July 26: Gabriele Studer of Alba, Italy

Aug. 2: Lynn Trapp of Baltimore

Aug. 9: John Mitchell of Reston, VA

Aug. 16: Andy Brown of Philadelphia

Aug, 23: Peter Latona of Washington, DC

Aug. 30: Adam Chlebek of Washington, DC



Paul on a trek to the ancient cedars of Yakuskima, Japan, with son Nicholas.

Member spotlight: Paul Hersey

How did you become interested in the
organ?

| had noticed classical hymn singing
losing ground. In 2018 | did a web
search on the instrument most
associated with it, happened on the
Potomac Organ Institute site, and
enrolled soon thereafter.

In 2019 my son became a chorister at St Paul’'s Parish, K Street; then-music director
Jeffrey Smith’s pedagogy and artistry heightened my interest.



What is your educational and professional background?

| did a five-year double degree program (BA in physics, BMus in piano) at
Northwestern University. | briefly worked as a programmer and translator in industry,
then studied ancient and medieval history for a year and earned an advanced degree
in conference interpreting over three years at universities in France. | have worked
ever since as a conference interpreter, making recordings for OgreOgress on the
side.

What do you like to do when you are not making music?
My current “fun” project is studying German. In January | did a two-week C1.2 course
at the Goethe-Institut in Munich.

What's an interesting fact about you?

| was attracted to conference interpreting partly because of its flexibility. Work comes
in waves and leaves plenty of time for other pursuits.

Tell us an odd thing that happened while you were on an organ bench.

When | started this line of work, | did not expect to need to sing from the bench when

my choir ranks are thin.

*The Potomac Organ Institute is an initiative of the DC, Northern Virginia, and
Potomac chapters to encourage pianists to take organ lessons.

Organ crawl at St. Dominic’s



The chapter met at St. Dominic's Catholic Church in Southwest DC on May 4 to see
the newly restored Roosevelt Op. 290. At right is Michael Hart, who discussed the Di
Gennaro-Hart Co.’s renovation of the instrument.

Job openings

Listings are continuously updated on our website, dcago.org. Click on the
Membership tab. To submit a listing, send an email to dcagochapter@gmail.com.
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CHURCH OF SAINT ANN%
WISCONSIN AVENUE AT TENLEY CIRCLE, N: W
CITY OF WASHINGTON

PRESENTS

Sunday, June 14, 3 PM

ALCEE CHRISS IlI,
Organ
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Alc@e Chriss 111 '-
Bach, Rameau, Boél, Price, Cage,
Chriss, Liszt, Fauré, Duruflé

e
FREE-WILL OFFERING GREATLY APPRECIATED.

ST.'ANN"S CHURCH IS LOCATED ONE BLOCK SOUTH
OF THE TENLEYTOWN/AU METRO STATION RED LINE
ON WISCONSIN AVENUE NW AT TENLEY CIRCLE
202.966.6288




MUSIC AT MIDDAY PRESENTS

JUNETEENTH

Dr. Mickey Thomas Terry
in a Special Juneteenth Concert
Cosponsored by the
African Heritage and Cultural Institute

National City
Christian Church
5 Thomas Circle,
NW
Washington, DC
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1041 Wisconsin Ave NW
3 !I www.gracedc.org
I (202) 333-7100

‘Grace Episcopal Church,

Georgetown
Washington, DC

Sunday, July 5th, 2026, at 1:30 PM

Regino Madrid, Violin Charlie Powers, Cello
Foster Wang, Violin  Trevor Mowry, Oboe and Oboe d’amore
Derek Smith, Viola Soo Young Chrisfield, Soprano

Shouvik Mondle, Baritone
& Francine Maté, Harpsichord, and Director of the Bach Festival
Works include Cantata No. 82, a soprano solo from Cantana No. 49, and Cello Suite BWT” 1009.

Friday, July 10th, 2026, at 7:00 PM
Charlie Powers, Cello
The Program will be [ohann Sebastian Bach’s Cello Suites BW17 1007, BW'17 1008, and BIF17 1009.

Sunday, July 12th, 2026, at 1:30 PM
Piotr Pakhomkin, Guitar
Works include the Chaconne from the d minor Partitia, BW'1” 1004, and the 1 ivaldi D Major Coneerto
RV 230 arranged for the organ by |8 Bach.

Friday, July 17th, 2026, at 7:00 PM
Dr. David Bond, Organ
,f{ Works include music by [§' Bach contemporaries Frescobaldi, Buxctehude, Clermabanlt, Searlatii,
and music by [ Bach.

For more information scan the QR code or contact Francine Mité,
Director of the Bach Festival, at bach@gracedc.org

Purchase tickets here

Admission: $35  (, mpgE
Student: $15 L




SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY'S

CHURCH MUSICINSTITUTE

Week One: June 14-19, 2026 with Clinician Marianne Kim
Week Two: June 21-26, 2026 with Clinician Jan Kraybill

ORGAN & PIANO

Plus other church music topics led by specialists and clinicians!

:P” HEIZNANDOAI—\I Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director su.edu/cmi
A= cmi@su.edu




R.A. Daffer Church Organs, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1977

A full-line representative for pipe,
digital, and hybrid organ solutions.

MASONIC HOUSE OF THE TEMPLE
WASHINGTON, DC

Randy Sheets,
Sales Representative

Custom Rodgers console with Pau ferro

540-842-4450 drawknobs and reverse color wood keys.
Rsheets@dafferorgans.com A hybrid instrument with a newly rebuilt
www.DafferOrgans.com Schantz organ with 22 ranks of pipes

ROIGERS® voHannus
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Collaborative Ld
Acoustic Design Services

Acoustical Design Collaborative, Ltd is an independent consulting firm specializing in ecclesiastical spaces
where natural acoustics for music and unobtrusive amplified speech are essential for traditional worship
celebration. Services provided to building committees, architects, and organ builders include:

e Acoustic & Audio-Visual Systems Design e Speech Intelligibility Assessment
* Room Reverberation Enhancement ¢ Sound System Tuning & Adjustment
e Choir & Organ Space Planning ¢ Expert Opinion, Peer Review & Client Advocacy

We strive to provide professional advice based on prudent design criteria, cost-effective solutions, clear concise
recommendations, and open communication, delivered in a timely and economical manner.

A strong personal involvement characterizes our services. After understanding the design issue, we use a
systematic technical approach, tempered with practical experience to provide a range of options factoring
budget and aesthetic concerns that are concisely summarized to facilitate informed decisions.

Your acoustic challenge may be one we have already solved. Please contact us to see how our combined 45
years of consulting and university acoustics teaching can improve your house of worship.

Tel: 410.821.5930 Your Sound...Our Passion info@akustx.com

AGO chapter board

John Nothaft, dean
Ronald “Trey” Walton, subdean
Eric McAfee, treasurer
Patrick Walker, membership secretary
Kevin Biggins, member-at-large
Justin Connors, member-at-large
Lyn Loewi, member-at-large
Adam Perry, member-at-large
Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, member-at-large
Anna Smith, member-at-large
Contact us at dcagochapter@gmail.com.
Visit our website at dcago.org.

Contact the editor

To reach Coupler editor and website administrator Pat Henry, send an email to
dcagochapter@gmail.com. Coupler advertising rates for four issues are $125 for a full



page, $65 for a half page or $35 for a quarter page.

Life members

Blanche Curfman
Nancy Dodge
Robert Grogan
Eileen Guenther
Irv Lawless
Kenneth Lowenberg
Donald Sutherland
David Hearn (deceased)
Albert Russell (deceased)
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